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PERSONAL INFORMATION BARBARA ROMANO 
 

 
 

 +39081678396            

 barbara.romano@unina.it 

 https://www.docenti.unina.it/barbara.romano; 

 ID ORCID: orcid.org/0000-0003-2772-5231; ID Scopus: 23980949600 
 

Sex female | Date of birth 27/02/1984 | Nationality Italian 

 

Enterprise University EPR 

☐ Management Level ☐ Full professor 
☐ Research Director and 1st level Technologist / 

First Researcher and 2nd level Technologist / 
Principal Investigator 

☐ Mid-Management Level ☒ Associate Professor ☐ Level III Researcher and Technologist 

☐ Employee / worker level 
☐ Researcher and Technologist of IV, V, VI and VII     

level / Technical collaborator 

☐ Researcher and Technologist of IV, V, VI and VII 

level / Technical collaborator 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE   

 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING   

 

 

2023-present Associate Professor of Pharmacology 
SSD BIOS-11/A (Pharmacology) 
University of Naples Federico II, School of Medicine of Surgery, Department of Pharmacy 
Via Domenico Montesano 49 80131 Naples Italy 
- Teaching activity and academic advisor of BSc and PhD students. Project management on basic 
cancer and inflammatory bowel diseases research projects 

2020-2023 RTD-B (researcher with a fixed-term employment contract, type b) 
SSD BIOS-11/A (Pharmacology) 
University of Naples Federico II, Department of Pharmacy, School of Medicine and Surgery, Via 
Domenico Montesano 49, 80131 Naples  
- Teaching activity and academic advisor of BSc and PhD students. Project management on basic 
cancer and inflammatory bowel diseases research 

2016-2020 RTD-A (researcher with a fixed-term employment contract, type a) 
SSD BIOS-11/A (Pharmacology) 
University of Naples Federico II, Department of Pharmacy, School of Medicine and Surgery, Via 
Domenico Montesano 49, 80131 Naples  
- Teaching activity and academic advisor of BSc. Project management on basic cancer and 
inflammatory bowel diseases research 

2016-2017 Post-doctoral fellow 
Humanitas Research Hospital, Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) Center- Gastrointestinal 
Immunopathology Lab, Via Alessandro Manzoni, 56, 20089 Rozzano (MI, Italy)  

2014 

 

2012 

 

2010 

 

 

WORK ACTIVITIES   

2007 

PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences Label Doctor Europeus  

University of Naples Federico II, Department of Pharmacy, School of Medicine and Surgery 

Visiting PhD student  

Institute of Medical Sciences, University of Aberdeen (Aberdeen, Scotland) 

M. Phil in Hospital Pharmacy                                                                                                                                                   50/50 cum laude 

University of Naples Federico II, Faculty of Pharmacy 

Degree in Pharmacy                                                                                                       110/100 cum laude 

University of Naples Federico II, Faculty of Pharmacy 
 
 

Awards 

 

 

 

2023-to present:  Achievement of the National Scientific qualification as a Full Professor in 
Pharmacology, Clinical Pharmacology, and Pharmacognosy, (BIOS-11A) 

2022 to present: Stanford University's list of the worlds most cited (top 2%) scientists (2022, 
2023, 2024, 2025) 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   

 

 

 

2025. Best poster presentation as Last Author at the 9th Cancer World Congress-2025. Prague, 
Czech Republic  

2024. Best oral presentation as Last Author Conference of Italian Society of Pharmacology 
(SIF), Sorrento Italy  

2023. Best cancer poster prize as Last Author 19th WCP, Glasgow, Scotland  

2017: Fondazione Veronesi Postdoc Grant 2017 (renouncing) at Humanitas Research Hospital, 
Milan, Italy  

2016: “Premio Farmindustria” from SIF for the best research paper published in 2015 in the 
pharmacological field  

2014: “2nd Novartis Biotechnology Leadership BioCamp”(Milan, Italy) 
2012: ‘SIF Scholarships for Study Abroad,’ for the stay at University of Aberdeen (Scotland, UK) 

2008: International “V Ed. - Premio Pascale” and National “N. Ferrara” awards (best thesis)  

 

Editorial activity 2024-to date: Associate Editor, Frontiers in Molecular Biosciences; 2024-to date: Topic Editor, 
Frontiers in Immunology; 2022-2023: Topic Editor, Frontiers in Pharmacolology; 2020-2021: 
Journal Guest Editor, Cancers; 2019-2020: Topic Editor, Frontiers in Pharmacology; 2017 to 
date: Associate Editor, Frontiers in Pharmacology 

 

 
 

Invited presentations 

 

2025. Italian Pharmacology Society. “N-Acylethanolamines and cancer: a lipid tale of targets and 
therapeutic perspectives”.  Monothematic congress “Uso medico della Cannabis e Farmacologia del 
Sistema Endocannabinoide. Messina (Italy). October 10-11, 2025.  

2019. International Joint PharmAdriatic workshop “From Plant to Phytotherapy”. “Pharmacological 
Potential of Cannabis”. Chieti (Italy). March, 5-6 2019.  

2018. SIRCA Therapeutic Cannabis. “Uno sguardo sulle potenzialità farmacologiche della Cannabis” 
Ancona (Italy). September 29, 2018. 

 

 

Grants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

Patents 

2022–2025: Co-Investigator, Task 9.2.3: "Models for RNA drugs therapeutic activity in vivo," PNRR, 
EU—NextGenerationEU, RNA Technology Center, Spoke#9. 
2022–2025: PI, "Prognostic value and immune role of NAEs degradative enzymes in brain tumors," 
funded by MUR. 
2022–2025: PI, "Second-gen antidepressants in TBI: TGF-β1 and gut-brain axis," funded by MUR. 
2019–2021: PI, "Natural/synthetic kinase inhibitors for cancer/stem cells," funded by MUR. 
2018–2021: Participant, "Tumor resistance: innovative oncotherapies platform," Campania Region, 
POR FESR 2014–2020. 
2019–2021: Participant, AIRC project #19229, "TRPV4 in colorectal cancer" PI: Prof. Silvio Danese, 
Humanitas (w/o portfolio) 
2016–2017: PI, "TRPV4 receptor in colorectal cancer," funded by Umberto Veronesi Foundation. 
 
 
Design and Development of the Pharmacological Patent Entitled “N-Palmitoylethanolamide for Use in 
the Prevention of Colorectal Carcinoma.” Inventors: Francesco Della Valle, Maria Federica Della Valle, 
Chiara Gormiero, Francesca Borrelli, Raffaele Capasso, Angelo Antonio Izzo, Ester Pagano, Barbara 
Romano. Patent No. IT202100006494A1 (18/09/2022); US2022296541A1 (22/09/2022). 
https://patents.google.com/patent/IT202100006494A1/en?oq=+IT202100006494A1 

  

 

Selected Publications 

 

 
Total number of publications in peer-review journals: 56; total number of citations 4480; H index 34 
1.  Nanì MF, Rinaldi MM, Miraglia M, Amico R, De Cicco P, Romano B. N-Acylethanolamines in cancer: 
mechanisms and therapeutic potential of lipid regulators of tumor behavior. Prog Lipid Res. 2025 
Nov;100:101358.  
2.  Nanì MF, Pagano E, De Cicco P, Lucariello G, Cattaneo F, Tropeano FP, Cicia D, Amico R, Raucci 
F, Ercolano G, Maione F, Rinaldi MM, Esposito F, Ammendola R, Luglio G, Capasso R, Makriyannis A, 
Petrosino S, Borrelli F, Romano B*, Izzo AA. Pharmacological Inhibition of N-Acylethanolamine Acid 
Amidase (NAAA) Mitigates Intestinal Fibrosis Through Modulation of Macrophage Activity. J Crohns 
Colitis. 2025 Feb 4;19(2):jjae132.  
3.  Pagano E*, Romano B* et al. TRPM8 indicates poor prognosis in colorectal cancer patients and its 
pharmacological targeting reduces tumour growth in mice by inhibiting Wnt/β-catenin signalling. Br J 
Pharmacol. 2023;180(2):235-251.  
4.  Romano B et al. N-Acylethanolamine acid amidase (NAAA) is dysregulated in colorectal cancer 
patients and its inhibition reduces experimental cancer growth. Br J Pharmacol. 2022;179(8):1679-
1694.  
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5.  Romano B et al. TNF-stimulated gene-6 (TSG-6) is a key regulator in switching stemness and 
biological properties of mesenchymal stem cells. Stem cells. 2019; 37:973-987. 
6.  Pagano E*, Romano B* et al. The clinical efficacy of curcumin-containing nutraceuticals: An overview 
of systematic reviews.  Pharmacol Res. 2018; 134:79-91. 
7. Romano B* et al. Pure Δ(9)-tetrahydrocannabivarin and a Cannabis sativa extract with high content 
in Δ(9)-tetrahydrocannabivarin inhibit nitrite production in murine peritoneal macrophages  Pharmacol 
Res. 2016; 113:199-208.  
8.  Borrelli F*, Romano B* et al. Palmitoylethanolamide, a naturally-occurring lipid, is an orally effective 
intestinal anti-inflammatory agent. Br J Pharmacol. 2015; 172:142-158. 
9.  Romano B et al. Inhibition of colon carcinogenesis by a standardized Cannabis sativa extract with 
high content of cannabidiol. Phytomedicine. 2014;21:631-639. 
10.  Romano B et al. The chemopreventive action of bromelain, from pineapple stem (Ananas comosus 
L.), on colon carcinogenesis is related to antiproliferative and proapoptotic effects. Mol Nutr Food Res. 
2014;58:457-465 


