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☐ Management Level ☒ Full professor 
☐ Research Director and 1st level Technologist / 
First Researcher and 2nd level Technologist / 
Principal Investigator 

☐ Mid-Management Level ☐ Associate Professor ☐ Level III Researcher and Technologist 
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☐ Researcher and Technologist of IV, V, VI and VII 
level / Technical collaborator 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE   

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES   

M. Santoro contributed to the identification of the RET/PTC chimeric oncogenes in 
thyroid carcinoma, and demonstrated that mutations in MEN2 syndromes and 
sporadic medullary thyroid carcinoma convert RET into a dominant oncogene while 
those present in Hirschsprung's disease lead to RET inactivation. Moreover, he 
characterized several small molecule RET kinase inhibitors. One of them, 
vandetanib, was approved by FDA and EMA for MTC currently undergoing clinical 
evaluation. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING   

 

   

 
 
  

From - To 1989 to 2002. 
Research Associate of the Italian National Research Council (C.N.R.) 
Istituto di Endocrinologia ed Oncologia Sperimentale “G. Salvatore” of Naples 
 
2002-to date. 
Full Professor of General Pathology (MED/04) at the Medical School of the 
University “Federico II” of Naples 

 
 

From - To 1981-1986 MD degree  
University of Naples- Federico II 
 
1987-1992 PhD degree in 1992 at the Dipartimento di Biologia e 
Patologia Cellulare e Molecolare of Naples. 

 

 
1989  
PostDoc at Divisions of Endocrinology and Internal Medicine of Mayo Clinic (Mn) 
 
1992, 1993, 1994  
PostDoc periods at Lab. of Molecular and Cellular Biology of the NCI, NIH 
 
1998 
Visiting scientist at  Dept. of Pharmacology, University of New York 
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MOST RELEVANT 

PUBLICATIONS   

 

 

Editorial activity Associate Editor/Member of Editorial Boards of J. Biological Chemistry, J. 
Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism, Thyroid, Endocrine-related Cancer, 
Molecular and Cellular Endocrinology 

Invited presentations European Thyroid Asssociation, American Thyroid Association, World Thyroid 
Congress, AACR (American Association Cancer Research), ENDO (international 
endocrine society) 

Grants NIH RO1, EU FP6 programme, Italian Association for Cancer Research, National 
research council 
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